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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action has been issued in response to the amendment filed on . 
Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-16 are pending; claims 4 and 10 have been cancelled and 
claims 15 and 16 are new. Applicant's arguments have been carefully and respectfully 

considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 7-9, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nair et al (US Patent 6,366,824) in view of Dutta et al (US Patent 
6,433,732). 

With respect to independent claim 1: 

Nair teaches: 

A method for online real-time query about a current status of an optical 
component, comprising: 

Setting up a database and utilizing the database for recording information 
about the current status of the optical component , wherein the information 
includes a manufacturing status of the optical component before the optical 
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component is made; (Column 5 Lines 4-8, discloses a Manufacturing Reference 
Database that stores the status and condition of a manufactured product during the 
manufactured process) 

Establishing a connection between the database and a remote terminal 
through the Internet; and (Column 1 Lines 58-60, discloses communicating the 
manufactured information to a coupled corporate system and Fig. 2A Element 252, 
discloses that the end user system will use a Netscape Tool, a tool well known in the art 
for use in the Internet) 

Utilizing the remote terminal to read the information stored in the database 
for acquiring the current status of the optical component, wherein when the 
remote terminal reads the database before the optical component is made, the 
current status includes the current manufacturing status of the optical 
component. (Column 5 Lines 8-17, discloses that the manufactured information 
including the status information for each system is transferred to a corporate system so 
that it can be read and analyzed) 

Nair does not appear to explicitly disclose providing a global positioning 
system (GPS) and utilizing the global positioning system for transmitting the 
current position of the optical component to the database during a product 
delivery process of the optical component after the optical component is made. 

Dutta teaches providing a global positioning system (GPS) and utilizing the 
global positioning system for transmitting the current position of the optical 
component to the database during a product delivery process of the optical 
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component after the optical component is made. (Column 1 Lines 54-62, discloses 
an item that is being sent to a receiver (delivery process) has a locator device that could 
be a GPS for locating the item during transit and Column 2 Lines 1-3, discloses a 
database that stores the last location of the item) 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references to implement providing a 
global positioning system (GPS) and utilizing the global positioning system for 
transmitting the current position of the optical component to the database during 
a product delivery process of the optical component after the optical component 
is made because this will improve the tracking methodology by enabling an interested 
party to determine a precise location of an article being sent at any point along the route 
from a sender to a receiver. 

With respect to claim 2; 
Nair teaches: 

The optical component is a mask used in a semiconductor process. 

(Column 4 Lines 53-56, discloses that the item being manufactured is part of a 
semiconductor device) 

With respect to claim 3: 
Nair teaches: 
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Providing a manufacturing execution system (MES) and utilizing the 
manufacturing execution system for transmitting the information to the database. 

(Fig. 3, discloses using a manufacturing execution system for managing the database 
and transferring the information) 

With respect to independent claim 7: 
Nair teaches: 

An online real-time query system for online real-time query about a current 
status of an optical component, comprising: 

A server utilized for hosting a database to record information of the current 
status of the optical component wherein the information contains a current 
manufacturing status of the optical component before the optical component is 
made; and (Column 5 Lines 4-8, discloses a Manufacturing Reference Database that 
stores the status and condition of a manufactured product during the manufactured 
process) 

A remote terminal coupled to the server through the Internet for reading the 
information stored in the database (Column 1 Lines 58-60, discloses communicating 
the manufactured information to a coupled corporate system and Fig. 2A Element 252. 
discloses that the end user system will use a Netscape Tool, a tool well known in the art 
for use in the Internet) for acquiring the current status of the optical component. 
(Column 5 Lines 8-17, discloses that the manufactured information including the status 
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information for each system is transferred to a corporate system so that it can be read 
and analyzed) 

Nair does not appear to explicitly disclose a global positioning system (GPS) 
coupled to the server for transmitting the current position of the optical 
component to the database during a product delivery process of the optical 
component after the optical component is made. 

Dutta teaches a global positioning system (GPS) coupled to the server for 
transmitting the current position of the optical component to the database during 
a product delivery process of the optical component after the optical component 
is made. (Column 1 Lines 54-62, discloses an item that is being sent to a receiver 
(delivery process) has a locator device that could be a GPS for locating the item during 
transit and Column 2 Lines 1-3, discloses a database that stores the last location of the 
item) 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references to implement a global 
positioning system (GPS) coupled to the server for transmitting the current 
position of the optical component to the database during a product delivery 
process of the optical component after the optical component is made because 
this will improve the tracking methodology by enabling an interested party to determine 
a precise location of an article being sent at any point along the route from a sender to a 
receiver 
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With respect to claim 8: 
Nair teaches: 

The optical component is a mask used in a semiconductor process. 

(Column 4 Lines 53-56, discloses that the item being manufactured is part of a 
semiconductor device) 

With respect to claim 9: 
Nair teaches: 

Providing a manufacturing execution system (IVIES) and utilizing the 
manufacturing execution system for transmitting the information to the database. 

(Fig. 3, discloses using a manufacturing execution system for managing the database 
and transferring the information) 

With respect to claim 13: 
Nair teaches: 

When the optical component has a new manufacturing status before the 
optical component is made, updating the manufacturing status of the optical 
component by the new manufacturing status. (Column 5 Lines 1-3, discloses that 
the status information of the manufactured products is receives and transmits the status 
information in real time) 



With respect to claim 14: 
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Nair teaches: 

When the optical component has a new manufacturing status before the 
optical component is made, updating the manufacturing status of the optical 
component by the new manufacturing status. (Column 5 Lines 1-3, discloses that 
the status information of the manufactured products is receives and transmits the status 
information in real time) 

Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nair et al (US Patent 6,366,824) in view of Nicholson (US PG Pub 2002/0130778). 
With respect to independent claim 15: 
Nair teaches: 

A method for online real-time query about a current status of 
an optical component, comprising: 

Setting up a database and utilizing the database for recording information 
about the current status of the optical component, wherein the information 
includes a current manufacturing status of the optical component before the 
optical component is made, (Column 5 Lines 4-8, discloses a Manufacturing 
Reference Database that stores the status and condition of a manufactured product 
during the manufactured process) 

Establishing a connection between the database and a remote 
terminal through the Internet; (Column 1 Lines 58-60, discloses communicating the 
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manufactured information to a coupled corporate system and Fig. 2A Element 252, 
discloses that the end user system will use a Netscape Tool, a tool well known in the art 
for use in the Internet) 

Utilizing the remote terminal to read the information stored in the 
database for acquiring the current status of the optical component, wherein when 
the remote terminal reads the database before the optical component is made, the 
current manufacturing status of the optical component; (Column 5 Lines 8-17, 
discloses that the manufactured information including the status information for each 
system is transferred to a corporate system so that it can be read and analyzed) 

Nair does not appear to explicitly disclose: 

Providing a radio frequency identification (RFID) system; 

Building a chip in the optical component; and 

Utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the positional 
information and transmitting the positional information to the database. 

Nicholson teaches: 

Providing a radio frequency identification (RFID) system; building a chip in 
the optical component; and (Paragraph [0056], discloses attaching an RFID to each 
manufactured product) 

Utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the positional 
information and transmitting the positional information to the database. 
(Paragraph [032] and Paragraph [041], disclose using the RFID tag attached to the item 
to identify items through the whole manufacture process including delivery) 



Application/Control Number: 10/71 1 .952 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2167 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references to implement providing a 
radio frequency identification (RFID) system; building a chip in the optical 
component; and utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the 
positional information and transmitting the positional information to the database 
because this would allow for effectively identifying, monitoring and controlling the 
manufactured object along the manufacturing process including delivery. 

With respect to independent claim 16: 
Nair teaches: 

An online real-time query system for online real-time query 
about a current status of an optical component, comprising: 

A server utilized for hosting a database to record information of the current 
status of the optical component, wherein the information contains a current 
manufacturing status of the optical component before the optical component is 
made; (Column 5 Lines 4-8, discloses a Manufacturing Reference Database that stores 
the status and condition of a manufactured product during the manufactured process) 

A remote terminal coupled to the server through the Internet for reading the 
information stored in the database for acquiring the current status of the optical 
component, wherein when the remote terminal reads the database before the 
optical component is made, the current status includes the current manufacturing 
status of the optical component; and (Column 5 Lines 8-17, discloses that the 
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manufactured information including the status information for each system is transferred 
to a corporate system so that it can be read and analyzed) 

Nair does not appear to explicitly disclose a radio frequency identification 
(RFID) system coupled to the server for detecting a chip, installed on the optical 
component, to generate the positional information and transmitting the positional 
information to the database. 

Nicholson teaches a radio frequency identification (RFID) system coupled to 
the server for detecting a chip, installed on the optical component, (Paragraph 
[0056], discloses attaching an RFID to each manufactured product) to generate the 
positional information and transmitting the positional information to the 
database. (Paragraph [032] and Paragraph [041], disclose using the RFID tag attached 
to the item to identify items through the whole manufacture process including delivery) 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references to implement a radio 
frequency identification (RFID) system coupled to the server for detecting a chip, 
installed on the optical component, to generate the positional information and 
transmitting the positional information to the database because this would allow for 
effectively identifying; monitoring and controlling the manufactured object along the 
manufacturing process including delivery. 
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Claims 5 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nair et al (US Patent 6,366,824) in view of Dutta et al (US Patent 6,433,732) and 
Nicholson (US PG Pub 2002/0130778). 

With respect to claim 5: 

The above presented combination of Nair and Dutta does not explicitly disclose 
providing a radio frequency identification (RFID) system; building a chip in the 
mask; and utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the 
positional information and transmitting the positional information to the 
database. 

Nicholson teaches providing a radio frequency identification (RFID) system; 
building a chip in the mask; (Paragraph [0056], discloses attaching an RFID to each 
manufactured product) and utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to 
generate the positional information and transmitting the positional 
information to the database. (Paragraph [032] and Paragraph [041], disclose using 
the RFID tag attached to the item to identify items through the whole manufacture 
process including delivery) 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references to implement providing a 
radio frequency identification (RFID) system; building a chip in the optical 
component; and utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the 
positional information and transmitting the positional information to the database 
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because this would allow for effectively identifying, monitoring and controlling the 
manufactured object along the manufacturing process including delivery. 

With respect to claim 1 1 : 

The above presented combination of Nair and Dutta does not explicitly disclose 
providing a radio frequency identification (RFID) system; building a chip in the 
mask; and utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the 
positional information and transmitting the positional information to the 
database. 

Nicholson teaches providing a radio frequency identification (RFID) system; 
building a chip in the mask; (Paragraph [0056], discloses attaching an RFID to each 
manufactured product) and utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to 
generate the positional information and transmitting the positional 
information to the database. (Paragraph [032] and Paragraph [041], disclose using 
the RFID tag attached to the item to identify items through the whole manufacture 
process including delivery) 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references to implement providing a 
radio frequency identification (RFID) system; building a chip in the mask; and 
utilizing the RFID system for detecting the chip to generate the positional 
information and transmitting the positional information to the database because 



Application/Control Number: 10/711,952 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2167 

this would allow for effectively identifying, monitoring and controlling the manufactured 
object along the manufacturing process including delivery. 

Claims 6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nair et al (US Patent 6,366,824) in view of Dutta et al (US Patent 6,433,732) and 
Beverina et al (US PG Pub 20010027389). 

With respect to claim 6: 

The above presented combination of Nair and Dutta does not explicitly disclose 
providing a login system and utilizing the login system for controlling reading the 
information corresponding to the mask stored in the database according to 
security rules; wherein if login data inputted by the remote terminal into the login 
system conforms to the security rules, the login system allows the remote 
terminal to read the information. 

Beverina discloses providing a login system and utilizing the login system 
for controlling reading the information corresponding to the mask stored in the 
database according to security rules; wherein if login data inputted by the remote 
terminal into the login system conforms to the security rules, the login system 
allows the remote terminal to read the information. (Paragraphs [0361] and [0371], 
discloses a login system to access information stored in a database, therefore making 
the database secure because only people with the privileges to access the database 
can access it) 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the tinne the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited references to provide a login 
system and utilizing the login system for controlling reading the Information 
corresponding to the mask stored in the database according to security rules; 
wherein if login data inputted by the remote terminal Into the login system 
conforms to the security rules, the login system allows the remote terminal to 
read the information motivated by the fact that this will make database secure 
because only people with the privileges to access the database can access it. 

With respect to claim 12: 

The above presented combination of Nair and Dutta does not appear to explicitly 
disclose providing a login system and utilizing the login system for controlling 
reading the information corresponding to the mask stored in the database 
according to security rules; wherein if login data inputted by the remote terminal 
into the login system conforms to the security rules, the login system allows the 
remote terminal to read the information. 

Beverina discloses providing a login system and utilizing the login system . 
for controlling reading the information corresponding to the mask stored in the 
database according to security rules; wherein if login data inputted by the remote 
terminal into the login system conforms to the security rules, the login system 
allows the remote terminal to read the information. (Paragraphs [0361] and [0371], 
discloses a login system to access information stored in a database, therefore making 
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the database secure because only people with the privileges to access the database 
can access it) 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of the cited references to provide a login 
system and utilizing the login system for controlling reading the information 
corresponding to the mask stored in the database according to security rules; 
wherein if login data inputted by the remote terminal into the login system 
conforms to the security rules, the login system allows the remote terminal to 
read the information motivated by the fact that this will make database secure 
because only people with the privileges to access the database can access it. 

Response to Arguments 

Claim Rejection 35 USC 102 
Applicants arguments with respect to the 35 USC 102 rejections have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejection 35 USC 103 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the 35 USC 103 rejections have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mariela D. Reyes whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1006. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 7:30- 5:00 East time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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